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Pastor, Here's a Simple Letter That Could
Change the Way You Do Weddings
By Thom Rainer
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When I was a pastor, I had many couples ask me to perform their wedding ceremonies. In fact, one year
I officiated at 40 weddings.

In case you are wondering, I was really stupid to accept so many invitations.

I am pretty conservative about doing weddings. I see the role of the Christian minister to be narrowly
defined regarding when he says “yes” to such opportunities.

As a result, I often found myself in some awkward positions when I had to decline to perform the
ceremony.

The dilemma became much more palatable when I sent a letter to the prospective wedding couple who
inquired about my availability. A lot of the awkwardness dissipated, and a good number of the couples
never came to see me.

When my assistant received a request from a couple inquiring about my performing a ceremony, she told
the couple that she would send them a letter.

They were welcome to make an appointment with me after they read the letter shown below.

Dear Prospective Newlyweds,

Congratulations on your engagement and upcoming marriage! I am honored you asked me to
perform the wedding ceremony.

Please understand that I perform weddings for couples where both the man and woman are
Christians. My role is that of a Christian minister. I am unable to be a part of a wedding where either
the husband or the wife will not be fully committed to Christ. The most important foundation of a
marriage is the faith commitment of the couple. Both the husband and wife must demonstrate when
they meet with me that they profess Christ as their Lord and Savior; and they must share with me
the specifics of their Christian testimony. If you are not certain about your faith, I would be happy to
share with you what it means to be a Christian.

The Bible also teaches that intimate or sexual relations must be limited to the marriage relationship
between a man and a woman. Any other sexual relationship is sinful. If you are currently sexually
active, you must indicate your desire to repent of your sin. If you are living together, you must be
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willing to live apart from one another until you are married.

Finally, I must require any couple planning to marry to receive premarital counseling. I have several
choices I can recommend to you.

If you are willing to abide by the issues I state in this letter, please feel free to make an appointment
with me so we can determine next steps. Marriage is a God-given institution. It is something to be
honored and celebrated. It is a commitment for life. I pray that your marriage will honor our Lord in
all that you do and say.

In His service,

Thom S. Rainer

Let me know what you think of my letter. And let me know what your experiences are in weddings and
premarital considerations.

I bet it could be a lively discussion!  

Print Version

Thom S. Rainer is the president and CEO of LifeWay Christian Resources (LifeWay.com). Among his
greatest joys are his family: his wife Nellie Jo; three sons, Sam, Art, and Jess; and six grandchildren. He
was founding dean of the Billy Graham School of Missions, Evangelism, and Church Growth at The
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. His many books include Surprising Insights from the Unchurched,
The Unexpected Journey, and Breakout Churches.

More from Thom Rainer or visit Thom at http://www.thomrainer.com
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