
pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

http://www.gotquestions.org/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BaJJ9NkvOVem5KJOBMe32jegG0s-jigYAAAAQASDWnYwCOABY2qf-k90BYMmG_ovMpNQZsgEUd3d3LmdvdHF1ZXN0aW9ucy5vcme6AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQLaATVodHRwOi8vd3d3LmdvdHF1ZXN0aW9ucy5vcmcvQ2hyaXN0aWFuLWxlYWRlcnNoaXAuaHRtbMACAuACAOoCGi85ODgyNjY1MC83Mjh4OTBJbnNpZGVQYWdl-AL30R6QA-ADmAPoAqgDAcgDmQTQBJBO4AQBkAYBoAYU2AcB&num=0&cid=5Gj6eQ&sig=AOD64_0a0wmyHbn4SVku3PBlYIOSoU4I8w&client=ca-pub-1852129574294811&adurl=http://www.gfa.org/offer/freebook/%3Fmotiv%3DWB56-GQB1A%26cm_mmc%3DMissionAdGroupGotQuestions-_-Website-_-BannerA-_-B1
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.gotquestions.org%2fChristian-leadership.html&id=ma-150814161035-a6f7ffea
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

   

http://www.gotquestions.org/
http://www.windowsphone.com/s?appid=bb02838b-7e99-442f-b8a2-8e3caa09b1ee
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.gotquestions.gqandapp&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/keynote/id366553550&mt=8
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.gotquestions.org%2fChristian-leadership.html&id=ma-150814161035-a6f7ffea
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

What is Christian leadership?

Subscribe to our Question of the Week:
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Question: "What is Christian leadership?"

Answer: What is Christian leadership? What should a Christian leader be like? There is no finer example for
Christian leadership than our Lord Jesus Christ. He declared, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down his life for the sheep” (John 10:11). It is within this verse that we see the perfect description of a Christian
leader. He is one who acts as a shepherd to those “sheep” in his care.

When Jesus referred to us as “sheep,” He was not speaking in affectionate terms. In truth, sheep rank among the
dumbest animals in creation. A stray sheep, still within earshot of the herd, becomes disoriented, confused,
frightened, and incapable of finding its way back to the flock. Unable to ward off hungry predators, the stray is
perhaps the most helpless of all creatures. Entire herds of sheep are known to have drowned during times of flash
flooding even in sight of easily accessible higher ground. Like it or not, when Jesus called us His sheep, He was
saying that without a shepherd, we are helpless.

The shepherd is one who has several roles in regard to his sheep. He leads, feeds, nurtures, comforts, corrects
and protects. The shepherd of the Lord’s flock leads by modeling godliness and righteousness in his own life and
encouraging others to follow his example. Of course, our ultimate example—and the One we should follow—is Christ
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Himself. The Apostle Paul understood this: “Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ” (1 Corinthians
11:1). The Christian leader is one who follows Christ and inspires others to follow Him as well.

The Christian leader is also a feeder and a nourisher of the sheep, and the ultimate “sheep food” is the Word of
God. Just as the shepherd leads his flock to the most lush pasture so they will grow and flourish, so the Christian
leader nourishes his flock with the only food which will produce strong, vibrant Christians. The Bible—not
psychology or the world’s wisdom—is the only diet that can produce healthy Christians. “Man does not live on bread
alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD” (Deuteronomy 8:3).

The Christian leader also comforts the sheep, binding up their wounds and applying the balm of compassion and
love. As the great Shepherd of Israel, the Lord Himself promised to “bind up the injured and strengthen the weak”
(Ezekiel 34:16). As Christians in the world today, we suffer many injuries to our spirits, and we need compassionate
leaders who will bear our burdens with us, sympathize with our circumstances, exhibit patience toward us,
encourage us in the Word, and bring our concerns before the Father’s throne.

Just as the shepherd used his crook to pull a wandering sheep back into the fold, so the Christian leader corrects
and disciplines those in his care when they go astray. Without rancor or an overbearing spirit, but with a “spirit of
gentleness” (Galatians 6:2), those in leadership must correct according to scriptural principles. Correction or
discipline is never a pleasant experience for either party, but the Christian leader who fails in this area is not
exhibiting love for those in his care. “The LORD disciplines those he loves” (Proverbs 3:12), and the Christian
leader must follow His example. 

The final role of the Christian leader is that of protector. The shepherd who was lax in this area soon found that he
regularly lost sheep to the predators who prowled around—and sometimes among—his flock. The predators today
are those who try to lure the sheep away with false doctrine, dismissing the Bible as quaint and old fashioned,
insufficient, unclear, or unknowable. These lies are spread by those against whom Jesus warned us: “Watch out for
false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves” (Matthew 7:15). Our
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leaders must protect us from the false teachings of those who would lead us astray from the truth of the Scripture
and the fact that Christ alone is the way of salvation: “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me” (John 14:6).

A final word on Christian leaders comes from the article “Wanted: A Few Good Shepherds (Must Know How to Wash
Feet)” by John MacArthur:

“Under the plan God has ordained for the church, leadership is a position of humble, loving service. Church
leadership is ministry, not management. Those whom God designates as leaders are called not to be governing
monarchs, but humble slaves; not slick celebrities, but laboring servants. Those who would lead God's people must
above all exemplify sacrifice, devotion, submission, and lowliness. Jesus Himself gave us the pattern when He
stooped to wash His disciples' feet, a task that was customarily done by the lowest of slaves (John 13). If the Lord of
the universe would do that, no church leader has a right to think of himself as a bigwig.”

Recommended Resources: Basic Christian Leadership: Biblical Models of Church, Gospel and Ministry by John
Stott and Logos Bible Software.
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