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7 Keys for
Songwriting
Inspiration

Whether in the stillness of the morning, the
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busyness of life, or in the midst of high praise,

most worshipers have at least tasted of heavenly

inspiration. In these moments we often find

ourselves grasping for a pen and paper, hurriedly

recording a voice memo, and doing whatever we

can to capture the spark of inspiration in our

songwriting journey.

Though these moments are often the starting

points of great songs, it is important as a

songwriter to not become overly dependent upon

elusive moments. Songwriting is a discipline and

though it may not always seem apparent, there

are sources of inspiration all around us – but we

must be willing to dig in the right places.

So, for all you instrument-ready songwriters out

there, hheerree  aarree  77  ssttaarrttiinngg  ppooiinnttss to begin your

songwriting journey and quest for inspiration:

1. As any worship-
songwriter might expect,
we will begin with the
B-I-B-L-E!

What scriptures have been highlighted to you

lately? Have any specific verses been resonating
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with your heart? Chances are, there is a song

hidden in there, eagerly waiting to be discovered

by you! Try not to approach the scriptures with the

explicit purpose of finding songs, but rather, read

with an open heart and allow Holy Spirit to first

minister to you. The time that you invest into

reading, understanding, and experiencing the

Bible will undoubtedly be an inexhaustible source

of inspiration.

2. Reach within the
honesty of your own
heartfelt prayers.

Many of David’s greatest psalms were written as

he cried out to God. Whether you are in the midst

of a trial or pressing into the bliss of His presence,

singing your prayers to God is a great access

point to release the depths of your heart. Honesty

before the Lord, whether exuberant or distraught,

is essential to having an authentic relationship

with your Creator. As you begin singing your

prayers, try recording it and then revisit it later.

3. Imagine the things you
desire to see in your
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church’s worship…then
craft a song as an
invitation.

Whether you are inviting the Holy Spirit to move,

or simply inviting the congregation into a particular

expression of praise, your song of invitation

should be designed to invoke a response rather

than create hype. This type of song typically starts

with an invitation – come now is the time to

worship – then often leads into a response – one

day every tongue will confess.

4. The great themes that
surround your life.

Whether it is a point of foundational theology or

something that God seems to be highlighting to

your church, influential songs are most often

written around great themes.

AAsskk  yyoouurrsseellff::

– Are there any biblical themes that have yet to be

written in a song?

– Are there any specific aspects of God’s
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character that are more pertinent in this season?

Even more than a great teaching, a well crafted

song can be an amazing way to bring the body of

Christ into a greater knowledge and depth of His

love!

5. The declarations of your
heart.

By forming a song around a declaration, we create

an opportunity for corporate unity and

breakthrough. Songs of declaration can be formed

around:

– Our personal intentions – “I’m after your heart

God”

– Expressions of praise – Psalm 100:5, “For the

LORD is good and His love endures forever; His

faithfulness continues through all generations.”

– Statements over your own identity – “You make

me brave”

There is something incredibly powerful that

happens when a whole body of people declare

the word of the Lord. Are there any specific areas

that your church is in need of breakthrough? A
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well crafted song might be the very thing paves

the way for change.

6. Hearing the voice of
others.

As a worship leader, the purpose of your songs

must go beyond personal expression; they must

extend into expressing the voice of the

congregation. As you song-write, keep in mind the

context in which God is giving you influence. By

understanding where, who, and what type of

people you will be leading, you can write a song

that expresses the voice of the body, rather than

just your own.

7. Lastly (but most
importantly), as spirit filled
believers, our greatest
place of inspiration should
always be the presence of
God.

When you intentionally position yourself in the

midst of His presence, it is inevitable that yyoouu  wwiillll
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sseeee,,  hheeaarr,,  aanndd  eexxppeerriieennccee  GGoodd’’ss  lloovvee. From

there, it is as simple as writing down what God

reveals to you. Try singing in your heavenly

language, let your voice join with the angels, and

let your heart connect with Heaven. In that place

you are bound to be inspired, revived, and filled

with creative mojo!

Enjoy the songwriting journey.
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