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Almost every leader I talk to acknowledges that our culture is shifting.

To reach a changing culture, the church needs to
change. Rapidly.

Don’t get me wrong, we don’t need to change the

message. Just the method. One is sacred. The other is not.
Some Advice on Same-
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What isn’t as clear is what the future church will look like,

and what kind of characteristics will mark those

churches.

However, I think a few trends are becoming clear . Not all

of these might be correct, but I think the following
eleven traits describe the kind of churches that will have
a significant impact a decade from now.

The wise leader is taking steps today to position their

church to respond to these things. I know that’s what I’m

trying to do at Connexus, where I have the privilege of

serving.

After reading this list, I’d love your feedback and reaction.

Leave a comment outlining what you see and any other

trends you’re noticing.

Here’s what I see as hallmarks of the churches that will

make an impact in the next decade:
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1. The ability to say no.  One of the reasons churches

don’t change is because leaders are unwilling to say no

to current members who prefer things the way they

were. When you learn to say no to the preferences of

some current members, you learn to say yes to a

community that is ready to be reached. (For more on

learning to say no, see this post.)

2. Outsider focus. Churches that become passionate

about people outside their walls will be far more

effective than churches that are passionate about

keeping the few people they have inside their walls.

Better still, you will have a healthier church. We call

individuals who are fixated on their wants and needs

selfish and immature. Selfless and mature churches

will have an impact because of their passion for

people God cares about.

3. Quick decision making. If you have a decision

making process that’s slow and complicated, you will
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not be able to keep up with the pace of change

needed. Having multi-level approval processes and

having to get congregational approval on matters will

block innovation. I agree with Jeff Brodie, if you can’t

make a decision within 24 hours, your process is too

slow (see Jeff’s helpful post on 5 essentials for every
church constitution here).

4. Flexibility. You don’t need to change your mission

(for the most part), but you do need to change your

methods. Flexible and adaptable churches that can

innovate around strategy and different initiatives will

have the freedom to make the changes they need to

make an impact moving forward.

5. A willingness to embrace smaller to become
bigger. Mega-churches will continue to grow, but

most of us won’t lead mega-churches. When small

churches stop trying to be mega-churches, good

things can happen. In fact, more and more larger
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churches will start embracing smaller venues,

locations and partnerships to keep growing. A greater

number of smaller venues might be a hallmark of

future churches making an impact.

6. A quicker, lighter footprint. I learned this phrase

from my friend Rich Birch (you should read his blog).

Churches need a quicker, lighter footprint to grow. If

you’re waiting for millions to build your building, you

might wait forever. Get innovative and start looking at

portable and non-traditional ways of growing your

ministry. Quicker, lighter footprints will be necessary

(see this Leadership Network article for more on

innovate, inexpensive building alternatives).

7. Valuing online relationships as real relationships.
Churches that aren’t online beyond a website are

going to miss the boat. Real interaction with real

people online is well real. Sure, face to face is deeper,

but people will tell you things online they can’t muster

Handle It

Is The Smartphone
Killing Weekend Church
Services?

CNLP 048: How to
Change a Church
Quickly—An Interview
with Jeff Price

21 Things You’ll Never
Regret As a Leader

CNLP 047: Breaking
Down the Divide
Between Business and
Church—An Interview
with David McDaniel

The Problem With
Incremental Change

CNLP 046: Why

http://careynieuwhof.com/2015/07/episode46/
http://careynieuwhof.com/2015/07/the-problem-with-incremental-change-2/
http://careynieuwhof.com/2015/08/episode47/
http://careynieuwhof.com/2015/08/21-things-youll-never-regret-as-a-leader/
http://careynieuwhof.com/2015/08/episode48/
http://careynieuwhof.com/2015/08/is-technology-killing-the-weekend-church-services/
http://careynieuwhof.com/2015/08/want-more-as-a-leader-5-signs-youre-ready-to-handle-it/
http://leadnet.org/resources/advance/3630
http://www.unseminary.com/
https://twitter.com/richbirch
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fcareynieuwhof.com%2f2013%2f05%2f11-traits-of-churches-that-will-impact-the-future%2f&id=ma-150818102106-51971e78
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

the courage to tell you face to face. Whether you get

them to a ‘real’ church is increasingly debatable. I

would love that. But we’ll have to see. As much as you

might hate it, virtual relationships are becoming real

relationships.

8. An openness to questions. Most unchurched

people today come in with questions that seem weird

to those of us who spent a life time in church. Don’t

try to answer them right away. Churches that

understand that embracing questions is as important

as providing immediate answers will make an impact

in the future. We’re discovering that if you embrace

questions, the answers eventually find their way into

people’s lives. The Holy Spirit actually does move in

people’s lives.

9. A high value on experimentation. The more

traditional you are, the less you will value

experimentation. The more successful you are, the
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less you will value experimentation. If you start to

raise the value of experimentation, you will accelerate

change and flexibility. The churches that connect with

their community will be the churches willing enough

to try a variety of things, and who also have the

courage to kill them as soon as they stop producing

results.

10. Prioritizing a for you not from you culture. Andy

Stanley often talks about what he wants for people,

not just what he wants from them. Churches in

decline often think in terms of what they can get from
people – money, time, growth etc. Churches that will

make an impact on the future will be passionate about

what they want for people – financial balance,

generosity, the joy of serving, better families, and of

course, Christ at the center of everyone’s life.

11. A tailored experience, not a tailored message. You

don’t have to tailor the message to unchurched people
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(see what Andy Stanley says about that here), but

churches that have an impact will tailor the

experience. There were presents under my tree last

Christmas. But I’m not a shopping mall fan. 90% of my

gift buying happened online. The content was the

same – the experience changed. Churches that decide

they will hold the message sacred but tailor the

experience to an ever shifting culture will be more

effective (here, by the way, are 15 characteristics of
today’s unchurched people).

That’s what I see. What else do you see?

I’d love to hear about what you’re noticing.
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Join the discussion…

• Reply •

John Warner •  2 months ago

Within the last 10 years, I've move 3 times, attended Independent Baptist Church each time, one in Oklahoma, one in
West Texas, and one in Tenn., and have seen these churches grow in attendance! It is amazing! But the thing I
noticed these churches have in common is: they all a strong outreach ministry. Door to door, inviting folks to church,
presenting the Gospel on the doorstep; They all preached and taught out of the King James Bible, and there was no
projector, no "worship team" with a band, and the strangest thing of all, they actually used hymnals! I am still
amazed. Some may think I'm making this up or exaggerating, but I'm convinced that if we pray, witness, ask and
present Jesus and the Gospel story. Folks will come in. Some are still hungry for the plain truth, without the "dog and
pony show" , as I call it. 
Jesus said "If I be lifted up, I will draw all men unto me." I still think the Bible is right.

 △ ▽  

• Reply •

Carey Nieuwhof   •  2 months agoMod > John Warner

John that's so great that the churches you've been part of are growing. That's amazing. The only caution I
would have is not to put personal preferences ahead of Biblical principles. There are many people at dog and
pony show churches (mine would qualify as one I'm sure in some circles) who love Jesus as much as you
do, preach scripture and are growing. We have to love the mission more than we love the model. Thanks!

 △ ▽  

Nathalie •  4 months ago

Thank you Carey.
I totally understand what you are saying. And you explained very well that the message is still the same but the
method changes. Very helpful points. 
Again thank you.
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• Reply •

Again thank you.
 △ ▽  

• Reply •

Carey Nieuwhof   •  4 months agoMod > Nathalie

Thanks for the encouragement Nathalie!
 △ ▽  

• Reply •

Dillon Boyd •  6 months ago

This is some great information. Point one rings true. I also think that if a program isn't effective, why keep it? 
Also I have been challenging my friends, that church needs to be about reaching out to the sick and spiritually dying.
If all we are doing is ministering to ourselves than are we really about our Father's business? 
I also like your thoughts on online relationships. Some people may have been hurt in a church situation and may not
want to come, but I bet you can friend them and strike up conversations that will allow for their healing and spiritual
growth. 
You just have some thought provoking, innovative ideas. I cant wait to talk them over with our men.

 △ ▽  

• Reply •

Abraham Sagaon •  7 months ago

My church is doing a consitution and I was just wanting to know/ make sure that what age limit should follow the
constitution or even make an opinion.

 △ ▽  

• Reply •

Carey Nieuwhof   •  6 months agoMod > Abraham Sagaon

We don't have an age limit either way Abraham (old or young). I wonder what others do.
 △ ▽  

DrPrestonTAdams •  7 months ago

Very good article. I love the practical approach to your blog. Tons of helpful and thought provoking resources.
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• Reply •

Very good article. I love the practical approach to your blog. Tons of helpful and thought provoking resources.
 △ ▽  

• Reply •

Carey Nieuwhof   •  7 months agoMod > DrPrestonTAdams

Thanks Preston.
 △ ▽  

• Reply •

ALF •  9 months ago

Your 24 hour rule for every decision is theologically interesting (and kinda short sighted). 
on a 24 hour restriction? Decision making should be done when the Holy Spirit makes the answer clear and not
before. Leaders should know how to discern the Holy Spirit's wisdom and power, but not be rushed to jump to a
decision when the Holy Spirit hasn't spoken yet. Let things be on God's time table not your random deadlines.

  1△ ▽  

• Reply •

Carey Nieuwhof   •  9 months agoMod > ALF

Thanks for the question. I didn't say you should make every decision in 24 hours. I said you should be able to
make decisions in 24 hours. Many organizations and churches can't. And I do think the Holy Spirit is capable
of making quick decisions and taking time to decide as well.

  2△ ▽  

• Reply •

Victor Robidas •  9 months ago

The future of the Church, of course is heaven! Looking forward to that day when we are called up to be, forever, with
our Lord Jesus Christ.... In the interim, change is okay only if it remains consistent with God's word.... God is
Sovereign and His word is our guide... To do otherwise would be to disobey God! 
remembering our Lord's sacrifice is to "Go Ye Into the world to preach the Gospel"...

  1△ ▽  

Tom Gates •  9 months ago
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• Reply •

Tom Gates •  9 months ago

Why do you even worry about this stuff? Isn't the Lord at the helm? 
hands?

  1△ ▽  

• Reply •

Eagle36  •  6 months ago

see more

> Tom Gates

A couple of passages from the Bible come to mind after reading your comment.

1. "From the tribe of Issachar, there were 200 leaders of the tribe with their relatives. All these men
understood the signs of the times and knew the best course for Israel to take." (1 Chronicles 12:32) 
is at the helm but he uses people to understand the times and take action. 
anything and He did it all Himself, our existence would be pointless.

2. The Parable of the 3 Servants - Matthew 25:14-30. Two servants took what they were given, did something
with it, and earned more. One servant did nothing because the master was in charge and he was called
"wicked and lazy". This is what happened to him - "To those who use well what they are given, even more will
be given, and they will have an abundance. But from those who do nothing, even what little they have will be
taken away. Now throw this useless servant into outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth." To me it looks like it is better to do something rather than do nothing.

The problem is that too many Christians and churches are ignoring the times and choosing to do nothing so
what they have is being taken away from them while they sit and complain about the culture and the people
outside of the church. It's time to "understand the times" and take what God has given us and put it to work
instead of burying it inside the four walls of the church. If you want to understand why so many churches are
dying just spend some time understanding these two passages and what they mean for us today in our

 △ ▽  

Anna   5 months ago> Eagle36
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• Reply •

Anna  •  5 months ago> Eagle36

Excellent response.
 △ ▽  

• Reply •

Victor Robidas  •  6 months ago> Eagle36

Parable of the 8 Talents is what you are referring too.... The church was not born yet, neither were
there Christians. That came after the cross, and believers were all brought under one umbrella 50
days later when the Church which is His Body was born.... 
very first one). Preaching the Gospel to every creature, is our great commission. 
for a child of God to be offended by the changing tide... After all, it goes against our very being, since
we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit... We stand up for God, our testimony is for Christ, our citizenship is
heaven... I agree, we should not confine ourselves to 4 walls, we should be going out into this world
and preaching the Gospel, for time is short.....

 △ ▽  

• Reply •

Carey Nieuwhof   •  6 months agoMod > Eagle36

Well said. :)
 △ ▽  

• Reply •

Carey Nieuwhof   •  9 months agoMod > Tom Gates

I worry about this stuff because I take the scripture seriously, and Jesus commissioned people to partner with
him in sharing the Gospel. That's why.

  7△ ▽  

Pjgeafos1 •  9 months ago

First of all, I'm a Millennial. I think what you're saying is interesting, but I disagree. Instead of changing the format of a
service, we need to be equipped to share the Gospel with the lost outside of the church setting. 
to have occurred where the lost are referred to as unchurched, and we need to remember that the lost desperately
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• Reply •

to have occurred where the lost are referred to as unchurched, and we need to remember that the lost desperately
need the Gospel. When services are changed, often important theology is not mentioned, and the lost need to hear
about the holiness of God and our sinfulness. New methods might be exciting and fun, but the lost are done a
disservice. New converts and the lost are taught methods that constantly evolve, their flesh is often fed, and they are
given the idea that being selfish is all right. I think leadership in churches needs to rethink the idea that people who
don't want changes are selfish, and leadership needs to show my generation that the church is for the glory of God,
not to meet my generation's needs and wants. If churches want to focus on the lost, where do we who are saved go
to be equipped to understand the deep truths of our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and be encouraged to live for Him?

  3△ ▽  

• Reply •

Carey Nieuwhof   •  9 months agoMod > Pjgeafos1

Thanks for your comment. Maybe I'm misunderstanding you, but it sounds like you're saying the church
should make no adaptation for shifting culture at all. Which is hard to understand that given even in the
scriptures, worship moves from tabernacle, to temple, to synagogue and later to homes. God remains the
same, the method of worshipping him shifts. I think your logic would suggest the church can only worship in a
first century, Mediterranean environment, which I'm not sure your church would. If I'm wrong, I apologize.

 △ ▽  

• Reply •

Pjgeafos1  •  9 months ago> Carey Nieuwhof

The question for churches should not be how to impact the culture but how to glorify the Lord Jesus
Christ. When churches focus on methods and strategies and neglect teaching the Word, the focus is
in the wrong place. The Gospel is relevant in every culture and at every time. Changing methods by
using contemporary music that focuses on us and by using drama does not save the lost. 
is that the church looks like the world. I think too often church leadership thinks that we save people,
but God saves people. He uses us by having us in their lives, but faith comes through hearing the
Word. Please consider what I've said in this comment.

  2△ ▽  
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• Reply •

Carey Nieuwhof   •  9 months agoMod > Pjgeafos1

I agree. For sure that's the question. And for sure, God saves people. We don't. But I just think
your logic says you have to worship exactly as the early church did, which in all honesty, I
doubt you're doing. The argument just doesn't make sense to me. Maybe I'm missing
something.

 △ ▽  

• Reply •

Michelle Chesnut  •  9 months ago> Carey Nieuwhof

If I understand Pjgeafos1 correctly then I agree. What I believe they are saying is that
making worship more modern is great until the strong message of who God is gets
lost. Sometimes churches change and are so focused on the "unchurched" or "lost"
that we then have no place for those that are saved to fulfill their thirst for the Lord. A
growing church with a modern day worship is great until we stop focusing on the
quality of disciples we are creating. I believe that change is necessary, and that we
have to reach out beyond our walls to reach those that have not found a place where
they can learn about the greatness of God but we have to remember that once we get
them in our doors it is our responsibility to continue to nurture and help them grow into
strong, powerful disciples for Christ. Is that on point Pjgaefos1?

  2△ ▽  

• Reply •

Thea •  9 months ago

I see great opportunities in bringing God's love to the people in the workplace. That would mean a greater awareness
among christians about who God really is, who they are in Christ and Who they bring with them 'to work'. That would
start with a church that is teaching this and willingness in christians to 'go'. I believe this type of church will have a
great impact locally and will grow in strength and also be a convincing testimony to the world.

 △ ▽  
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• Reply •

Carey Nieuwhof   •  9 months agoMod > Thea

Agreed. Every church should have attenders wit that attitude!
 △ ▽  

• Reply •

David Snead •  a year ago

Maybe I missed it, but what about prayer? What about seeking God for His methods and where He is working?
  1△ ▽  

• Reply •

Carey Nieuwhof   •  a year agoMod > David Snead

David...thanks for this. Prayer is a foundation to all we do as Christian leaders and for me personally. Same
with scripture, faith, trust etc.

I don't usually include them in blog posts because then every post would be the same. I try to focus on the
things most of us miss as leaders.

Hope the clarifies things. And I totally agree with you...prayer is foundational to all ministry.
 △ ▽  

David Snead  •  a year ago> Carey Nieuwhof

Thank you very much for responding. I'm just concerned for the trend that we have of looking for "the
best way to do church", which we *should do*, but without holding to our "first love" like the Ephesian
church in Revelation 2. I do appreciate the resources you give, etc., but I don't think it's wrong to
remind people to pray, to seek the Lord's face, and to try to see where and how He is moving.

"Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are established
in the truth that you have..." (2 Peter 1:12, ESV)

Thanks again. :D
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• Reply •

Thanks again. :D
  2△ ▽  

• Reply •

Ally evans •  a year ago

You mention being online with people. We give away a free online church platform!!! Every church can do full
services online without coming up with the technology on their own!!! We already did the work so take advantage of it
for free. Go to churchonlineplatform.com

  1△ ▽  

• Reply •

Carey Nieuwhof   •  a year agoMod > Ally evans

So good Ally! Thanks!
 △ ▽  

• Reply •

Suryaveer Patnaik •  a year ago

I am an architecture student, and I am working my thesis "Changing the identity of sacred architecture", I would be
really greateful if some of you could answer a simple question. How much does the look, feel and architecture of a
church matter ? Can we move out of the shell of ancient styles of church and bring about change in how churches
look and feel ?

 △ ▽  

• Reply •

Ally  •  a year ago> Suryaveer Patnaik

I work for LifeChurch.tv and we have 20 locations around the country. None of them have a steeple! :-) God is
so much bigger than the shape or architecture of a building. Lives are being changed in portable locations in
movie theaters, old retail stores that have converted to church meeting spaces, portable set ups in schools
and bars and on the side of a hill! The Capital "C" Church is doing a great job of proving that people will
respond to the gospel anywhere!! Whoo hoo!!

 △ ▽  
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• Reply •

Carey Nieuwhof   •  a year agoMod > Ally

Suryaveer...thanks for your question. I think it's really up for discussion. Some people say architecture
matters, others say it doesn't.

Personally, I have led a growing church in 100 year old building, in a school, in a movie theater and in
a brand new facility. All have strengths and weaknesses.

I've seen a lot of leaders blame their building for a lack of growth.

When designing a new facility, we pay at ton of attention to details and definitely land on the side of
'new' and 'non-traditional', but I think the church can grow anywhere. I agree with Ally.

 △ ▽  

• Reply •

Richard Evans  •  10 months ago> Carey Nieuwhof

you might consider functionality over form being the key. 
facility facilitate that calling?

 △ ▽  

• Reply •

Cassandra Wright •  a year ago

There is only one thing that will "impact the future" for Christ, and that is teaching people how to evangelize. Stop
fooling around with coffee houses with 14 types of coffee, or dance teams, etc. Teach Christians that people are
going to hell without Jesus, and how to tell people about Him. Teach that Jesus didn't come to make us feel good, but
to save us from sin. The Church has compromised too much, and that is why we are not growing.

  10△ ▽  

Missionarymike •  a year ago

Great stuff
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• Reply •  1△ ▽  

• Reply •

Guest •  a year ago

Interesting that someone concerned about their online presence has taken their church's facebook page down.
 △ ▽  

• Reply •

Pam gonzales •  a year ago

I think the point about being able to make a decision for change in 24 hours is our problem. It takes a year to make a
decision for change in our church. The elders run the church and they are for the most part older. They seem to
cater to the older members. When a suggestion is made they usually say no,"we will lose to many older members". I
believe that's why we don't seem to have many younger families anymore. We seem to be stuck in the mud.I hate
this expression but it seems to fit us. Don't get me wrong, I love my church and my church family, but we need to get
more current. We have ideas that are not salvation issues that we need to get rid of. Tradition doesn't get us
salvation, Biblical scriptures do. We need to keep the message because that never changes, but get rid of some old
traditions that no longer work!!!!

  1△ ▽  

• Reply •

RDH •  a year ago

what is meant beyond website? or can someone give some examples?
 △ ▽  

• Reply •

Ally  •  a year ago> RDH

Your church can have full online services with worship, a call to Christ, private prayer and more! Also utilizing
all social media and blogs to connect with people in your community is great

 △ ▽  

Guest  •  a year ago> RDH

They don't mean facebook, because they have taken their page down. So much for practicing what you
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• Reply •

They don't mean facebook, because they have taken their page down. So much for practicing what you
preach!

 △ ▽  

• Reply •

Andrew McKerrow •  a year ago

see more

I think the traits of church in general are in the midst of huge change...what 
and more is the beginning of a shift in the way that we "do church". In particualr, a shift from pastor led church
gatherings to pastor facilitated gatherings i.e. Church gatherings that are less about coming, sitting, singing, listening
and leaving and more about engaging and being an active part of what's happening. We've largely been living in an
era where things like praying together, sharing together, getting a chance to bring what God is saying to you etc has
been relegated to small group meetings. Our mentality is that you can't get personal or all be engaged in Sunday
services especially in big congregations. My gut feel and observations is that we will start seeing this changing big
time. The nature of church leadership will experience a big crisis as pastors are needed to move from "leading in
front of" to "leading from amongst". Eugene Peterson puts it brilliantly (and I think prophetically) when he Paul's
words to the Corinthian church this way:
"So here’s what I want you to do. When you gather for worship, each one of you be prepared with something that will
be useful for all: Sing a hymn, teach a lesson, tell a story, lead a prayer, provide an insight. If prayers are offered in
tongues, two or three’s the limit, and then only if someone is present who can interpret what you’re saying.
Otherwise, keep it between God and yourself. And no more than two or three speakers at a meeting, with the rest of
you listening and taking it to heart. Take your turn, no one person taking over. Then each speaker gets a chance to
say something special from God, and you all learn from each other. If you choose to speak, you’re also responsible
for how and when you speak. When we worship the right way, God doesn’t stir us up into confusion; he brings us
into harmony. This goes for all the churches—no exceptions" 1 Corinthians 14:26-33 The Message

  1△ ▽  

Walter B  •  8 months ago> Andrew McKerrow
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• Reply •

Walter B  •  8 months ago> Andrew McKerrow

YES this is what church should be.
 △ ▽  

• Reply •

Mark Loeffler  •  a year ago> Andrew McKerrow

No one person can express the fullness of Christ, yet we seem to look to a few to do this every Sunday.
Wonder what would happen if those in charge stepped back a little and let Christ be expressed through the
entire body? Jesus did say He would build His church, which is people, not a building or a venue. Christ lives
in us. My opinion is that until we stop trying to build His church, we will continue to look for fixes to something
we have made.

 △ ▽  

• Reply •

Ben  •  a year ago> Andrew McKerrow

I think the church has to be very careful with this...This is what happened in the synagogue format which led
to the confusion caused by Judaizers and also post reformation Europe which led to the liberalism that
wrecked Christian theology for centuries after. This is especially important to realize as one of the
foundational issues missing from today's church is an intentional process of discipleship and doctrinal
understanding.

  3△ ▽  

• Reply •

Carey Nieuwhof   •  a year agoMod > Andrew McKerrow

Thanks for sharing this Andrew. I think it will take all kinds of churches to have the kind of impact we'll need
moving forward. Appreciate this.

  1△ ▽  

• Reply •

PeaceBang  •  a year ago> Andrew McKerrow

Thank you, Andrew. I love this comment and find it really helpful.
  1△ ▽  
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Ann San Pedro •  2 years ago

Great post :) Our church should always be on mission mode, not maintenance mode.
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Ben Fowler •  2 years ago

see more

As a Unitarian Universalist, I do not directly follow Christ, as the Interfaith Ordained minister of a small UU
congregation for the last 7 years, I find your ideas compelling and useful. When I I was called to serve my church,
there were 8 members and 7 were on my board. We quickly changed the by-laws, reduced the size of the board,
made some shifts in the presentation of the service, invited more participation by everyone in the service and in
outreach to the non-participating community. Soon, our attendance averaged 15. Two years ago we started a twice-
monthly Sunday School, and now our attendance is a steady 15, with often higher numbers. And now the kids
outnumber the adults sometimes.

Change in a church is slow. People who are in the old guard like things to stay the same, newer members don't
really know what to expect in terms of change. But all together it is the patience of everyone that is important. Growth
will happen because we create a place of safety and support for the membership, who will pass that message along
if so invited. It is also my experience that change often happens, as you point out, in a counter-intuitive way--For my
first 4-5 years I tried hard to create a framework for change, but it wasn't until I got a bit discouraged and backed off a
bit, that others took up the mantle of change and things began to happen.

It is important to remember that church is merely the place that we get reminded of the way we should act in our
daily lives. Regardless of denomination, helping the congregation to understand that the best marketing they can do
is to live their spiritual practice with compassion, forgiveness, and humility in their everyday life and inviting non-
churched people to do the same (whether through the internet or in person).

 △ ▽  

Share ›

Share ›

Share ›

https://disqus.com/by/annsanpedro/
http://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&version=104feca2c767b6d7ee0b10d93beeec41&f=cnieuwhof&t_i=6881%20http%3A%2F%2Fcareynieuwhof.com%2F%3Fp%3D6881&t_u=http%3A%2F%2Fcareynieuwhof.com%2F2013%2F05%2F11-traits-of-churches-that-will-impact-the-future%2F&t_e=11%20Traits%20of%20Churches%20That%20Will%20Impact%20the%20Future&t_d=%0A%09%09%0911%20Traits%20of%20Churches%20That%20Will%20Impact%20the%20Future%09&t_t=11%20Traits%20of%20Churches%20That%20Will%20Impact%20the%20Future&s_o=default&l=#
http://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&version=104feca2c767b6d7ee0b10d93beeec41&f=cnieuwhof&t_i=6881%20http%3A%2F%2Fcareynieuwhof.com%2F%3Fp%3D6881&t_u=http%3A%2F%2Fcareynieuwhof.com%2F2013%2F05%2F11-traits-of-churches-that-will-impact-the-future%2F&t_e=11%20Traits%20of%20Churches%20That%20Will%20Impact%20the%20Future&t_d=%0A%09%09%0911%20Traits%20of%20Churches%20That%20Will%20Impact%20the%20Future%09&t_t=11%20Traits%20of%20Churches%20That%20Will%20Impact%20the%20Future&s_o=default&l=#
http://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&version=104feca2c767b6d7ee0b10d93beeec41&f=cnieuwhof&t_i=6881%20http%3A%2F%2Fcareynieuwhof.com%2F%3Fp%3D6881&t_u=http%3A%2F%2Fcareynieuwhof.com%2F2013%2F05%2F11-traits-of-churches-that-will-impact-the-future%2F&t_e=11%20Traits%20of%20Churches%20That%20Will%20Impact%20the%20Future&t_d=%0A%09%09%0911%20Traits%20of%20Churches%20That%20Will%20Impact%20the%20Future%09&t_t=11%20Traits%20of%20Churches%20That%20Will%20Impact%20the%20Future&s_o=default&l=#
https://disqus.com/by/annsanpedro/
http://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&version=104feca2c767b6d7ee0b10d93beeec41&f=cnieuwhof&t_i=6881%20http%3A%2F%2Fcareynieuwhof.com%2F%3Fp%3D6881&t_u=http%3A%2F%2Fcareynieuwhof.com%2F2013%2F05%2F11-traits-of-churches-that-will-impact-the-future%2F&t_e=11%20Traits%20of%20Churches%20That%20Will%20Impact%20the%20Future&t_d=%0A%09%09%0911%20Traits%20of%20Churches%20That%20Will%20Impact%20the%20Future%09&t_t=11%20Traits%20of%20Churches%20That%20Will%20Impact%20the%20Future&s_o=default&l=#
http://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&version=104feca2c767b6d7ee0b10d93beeec41&f=cnieuwhof&t_i=6881%20http%3A%2F%2Fcareynieuwhof.com%2F%3Fp%3D6881&t_u=http%3A%2F%2Fcareynieuwhof.com%2F2013%2F05%2F11-traits-of-churches-that-will-impact-the-future%2F&t_e=11%20Traits%20of%20Churches%20That%20Will%20Impact%20the%20Future&t_d=%0A%09%09%0911%20Traits%20of%20Churches%20That%20Will%20Impact%20the%20Future%09&t_t=11%20Traits%20of%20Churches%20That%20Will%20Impact%20the%20Future&s_o=default&l=#
http://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&version=104feca2c767b6d7ee0b10d93beeec41&f=cnieuwhof&t_i=6881%20http%3A%2F%2Fcareynieuwhof.com%2F%3Fp%3D6881&t_u=http%3A%2F%2Fcareynieuwhof.com%2F2013%2F05%2F11-traits-of-churches-that-will-impact-the-future%2F&t_e=11%20Traits%20of%20Churches%20That%20Will%20Impact%20the%20Future&t_d=%0A%09%09%0911%20Traits%20of%20Churches%20That%20Will%20Impact%20the%20Future%09&t_t=11%20Traits%20of%20Churches%20That%20Will%20Impact%20the%20Future&s_o=default&l=#
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fcareynieuwhof.com%2f2013%2f05%2f11-traits-of-churches-that-will-impact-the-future%2f&id=ma-150818102106-51971e78
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Load more comments

CNLP 047: Breaking Down the Divide Between …
2 comments • 14 days ago

Paul Cummings — thanks Carey - this Pod Cast was
really helpful. I come from …

Want More
…
4 comments 

Alan Adler
by Nate.

20 Honest Insights on Making It To 25 Years in …
24 comments • 3 months ago

Christy Matt Annie Fonseca — I have been married to
my husband for nearly 15 …

21 Things You’ll Never Regret As a Leader
10 comments 

Carey Nieuwhof
from you journalers!

ALSO ON CAREY NIEUWHOF

• Reply •

Derwin L. Gray •  2 years ago

How about planting, or becoming multi-ethnic local churches to reflect the model set for us by the Apostle Paul
(Ephesians 2:14-16) and the multi-ethnic nature of the US and some Canadian urban centers?

A homogeneous local church is going to be really ineffective in the future.
  4△ ▽  
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