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The book of Acts has been called the New Testament charter for missions. No other book
of the Bible gives us more apostolic instruction regarding both the theology and practice of
missions. No course of missions should neglect a careful study of the book of Acts. The
book of Acts records the beginning of the history of New Testament missions. It contains
the history of the wonder of the deliverance of the church from the bonds and limitations of
the Old Testament types and shadows at Jerusalem and of its amazing establishment and
growth in nation after nation of the world. The book of Acts shows how the church was
established in the nations of the world in spite of the opposition of the enemy. The
triumphant progress of the gospel could not be stopped. The book of Acts clearly shows
that the church of the New Testament is a continuation and outgrowth of the Old Testament
church and is the fulfillment of all the ancient prophecies of the Old Testament. 

We are by the grace of God part of this same church some two thousand years later. With
the Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ in our hearts we must devote ourselves to the mighty
work of the gathering and preservation of this church in the world according to the
sovereign purpose of God. We must labor for the glorious and triumphant advance of the
kingdom of Christ to all the nations of the world according to the purpose of God. 

The book of Acts sets forth the apostolic doctrine on which the church is founded. It sets
forth the God-ordained methods of the work of missions and the apostolic example of how
the church must conduct this great work. The book contains examples of true apostolic
preaching of the gospel. It includes specimen sermons of the inspired apostles. The book
of Acts gives the principles for worship in the New Testament church. The book gives us
beautiful examples of how the members of the churches of the apostles lived in the midst
of the world. 

The two mighty events in the history of redemption that are recorded at the beginning of the
book of Acts are of greatest significance for the work of missions. Chapter one records the
great wonder of the ascension of the Lord into heaven. Before His ascension the Lord gave
final instructions to His disciples regarding the kingdom of heaven, including
encouragements concerning its coming triumph and glory. He promised the disciples that
He would give them power from heaven to accomplish the mighty work of the preaching of
the gospel. 

The ascension took place, significantly, before the very eyes of the disciples of the Lord
who were called and commissioned of the Lord Jesus Christ to begin the great work of
preaching the gospel to all the world. The ascension of Jesus into heaven was His
exaltation to the right hand of God the Father. Through His exaltation the Lord Jesus Christ
became the Lord of lords and King of kings, exalted above all the nations of the earth. He
was by the Father given all power and authority in heaven and on earth to execute the
purpose of God and to realize God's counsel for the salvation of His people out of all the
nations of the world. 

The Lord Jesus ascended into heaven with His hands lifted up over His disciples as a sign
that His blessing would abide on them. At the time of His ascension the Lord sent His
angels down to earth to give assurance to those who were called to preach the gospel to
the nations. This same Jesus who ascended into heaven would so come in like manner
as they had seen Him go into heaven. He would return as the exalted Lord to establish His
glorious and everlasting kingdom among the saints who would be redeemed out of all the
nations of the world. 

The disciples who witnessed the Lord's ascension into heaven immediately had some
understanding of the great significance of the ascension. Luke tells us in his gospel
account that when the disciples witnessed the ascension of Jesus, they worshiped Him
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple praising and
blessing God. The disciples would receive a fuller and more complete understanding of
the wonder of the ascension when the Spirit of Christ was poured out. Then they would
understand more fully the central significance of the exaltation of Christ for the work of
missions. 

From the time of Pentecost the ascension and exaltation of Christ became one of the
central truths of the gospel that was to be preached. So we read in Acts 2 that when Peter
was filled with the Spirit he immediately stood up with great boldness and preached the
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truth that the Christ whom the Jews had crucified with wicked hands was now exalted at the
right hand of God above all principalities and powers. He boldly declared the truth that the
ascension of Christ was the fulfillment of the promises to David. 

The second mighty event recorded in the book of Acts is the wonder of Pentecost.
Pentecost was the event in which the exalted Lord Jesus Christ poured out His Spirit upon
His church. In His ascension Jesus received that Spirit from His Father. The Spirit of Christ
is the sovereign and almighty Spirit of God who accomplishes salvation in the hearts of His
elect people. The Spirit of Christ Jesus equips and enables the preachers of the gospel for
their great task. The Spirit of Christ gave the disciples knowledge and understanding of the
whole of the work of Christ that was greater than they ever had before. This same Spirit
also gave them boldness to preach the gospel even to many who were the enemies of
Christ. By the Spirit of Christ many were brought to repentance and salvation, so that 3000
were added to the church in one day. 

The signs of the pouring out of the Spirit of Christ upon His church revealed mighty truths
about the operations of the Spirit. These signs showed the church that the Spirit of Christ
works as the Spirit of salvation. He does so as the sovereign almighty God, whom none
are able to resist, accomplishing the great work of salvation in the hearts of whomsoever
He will, breaking the natural rebellion of their hearts and giving them repentance and faith
in God and in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The fire that was seen on the heads of the disciples was also of great significance for the
work of missions. The gospel must be preached in the midst of a world in which all men
are living in wickedness and sin under the dominion of the evil one, serving vain idol gods
of human imaginations. The sign of the tongues of fire showed to the church that by the
power of Christ corrupt men of this world are delivered from the corruption of their sinful
nature and the dominion of Satan. They are delivered from idols to serve the living God. By
the Spirit of Christ the elect of God are separated from this sinful world and consecrated to
God. 

The third great sign of Pentecost was also of great significance for the work of missions. It
revealed the purpose of God that the gospel must be preached to all nations of the world.
The glorious gospel of salvation must now be preached in all languages in all nations of
the world for the salvation of God's elect from the nations.

The day of Pentecost revealed several other things of great importance to the work of
missions. The Spirit of Christ anointed the disciples to preach the gospel. By the power of
this Spirit, unlearnedmen were given understanding of the mysteries of God; they were
given to understand the most profound and wonderful truths of God, which none but those
who have the Spirit can understand. The disciples now understood these things as they
had never understood them before. It was only through this understanding that the
unlearned disciples could preach the Word so mightily. By the Spirit of the exalted Lord
Jesus Christ the disciples were empowered to speak boldly, without fear, of the things of
God. They could do so even before many who were enemies of God and crucifiers of
Christ. 

The day of Pentecost showed without a shadow of a doubt that God's mighty method of
doing mission work is the method of the preaching of the gospel. Throughout history after
Pentecost many have sought to invent other methods for doing mission work. These
methods are of man's own human wisdom. They arise from an apostate church that
refuses to trust and use the methods the Lord Himself has ordained. The apostate church
of our day has advanced far in the rejection of Christ's own method for doing mission work.
Modern-day methods of missions are those Madison Avenue business tactics that are
fashioned after the popular media, immoral rock music, the dance of the world, whatever
works. Popular movie stars of the world, even some who live immoral lives, are used to
bring the holy message of the gospel. Heavy emphasis is placed on sensational and
emotional rallies and psychological persuasion, on feeling and experience and
entertainment. The whole business is based on the heresy that man can of his own will be
persuaded to believe the gospel. Truth and doctrine are considered irrelevant. The fear of
God is replaced by satisfying the desires of man to be entertained and feelings of all sorts
to be aroused. 

Meanwhile, the modern-day church has largely abandoned the preaching of the gospel as
God's method for doing mission work. The book of Acts reveals the truth that God's method
for doing evangelism is, for all ages, the preaching of the gospel. The book of Acts reveals
the amazing and true success of this method for accomplishing the purpose of God and
the salvation of the church of Jesus Christ. 

The book of Acts has much to say about the message that the church is to preach in the
world. We shall have more to say about this in coming articles. The church is not to preach
a social or political message. The church is not to preach an Arminian so-called gospel
that is no gospel, which imagines that God must plead for men to move their own will
before He is able to save them. Those who are sent by Christ into the world are to preach
the mighty and glorious gospel of Christ crucified, raised, and exalted and the one who is
coming again as the sovereign Lord of all to establish His glorious, everlasting kingdom in
the new heavens and earth. 

A study of all the sermons recorded in the book of Acts leaves one without any doubt
concerning what the church must preach. Faithful preachers of our day must continue to
pattern their sermons after the great examples of the sermons of the apostles. The book of
Acts records the glorious fruit of God on the methods He Himself has ordained. This
method accomplishes the mighty wonder of the true conversion of men and the gathering
and establishing of the church of Jesus Christ in all the nations of the world. By means of
the preaching of the gospel the Lord Himself added to His church daily such as should be
saved.

The wonder of Pentecost gives us a beautiful picture of the church born of the Spirit of
Christ and by the power of the preaching of the gospel. We read a beautiful description of
the apostolic church and her members: "Then they that gladly received his word were
baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. And
they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of
bread, and in prayers. And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were
done by the apostles. And all that believed were together, and had all things in common;
and sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had



need. And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking of bread from
house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God,
and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should
be saved" (Acts 2:41-47). 

This passage of Scripture speaks volumes even to how and what the true church of Jesus
Christ should be today. God's Word tells us the wonderful change wrought in the hearts
and the lives of men when they are saved by the mighty power of God. It tells us how the
true members of the church of Jesus Christ are bound together in faith and love and are
united in the truth of God. We learn from this passage of Scripture the whole purpose for
which the church is saved and for which she exists in the world, namely for the praise of the
God of her salvation.

Rev. denHartog is a Protestant Reformed minister-on-loan to Singapore.

The book of Acts has been called the New Testament charter for missions. No other book
of the Bible gives us more apostolic instruction regarding both the theology and practice of
missions. No course of missions should neglect a careful study of the book of Acts. The
book of Acts records the beginning of the history of New Testament missions. It contains
the history of the wonder of the deliverance of the church from the bonds and limitations of
the Old Testament types and shadows at Jerusalem and of its amazing establishment and
growth in nation after nation of the world. The book of Acts shows how the church was
established in the nations of the world in spite of the opposition of the enemy. The
triumphant progress of the gospel could not be stopped. The book of Acts clearly shows
that the church of the New Testament is a continuation and outgrowth of the Old Testament
church and is the fulfillment of all the ancient prophecies of the Old Testament. 

We are by the grace of God part of this same church some two thousand years later. With
the Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ in our hearts we must devote ourselves to the mighty
work of the gathering and preservation of this church in the world according to the
sovereign purpose of God. We must labor for the glorious and triumphant advance of the
kingdom of Christ to all the nations of the world according to the purpose of God. 

The book of Acts sets forth the apostolic doctrine on which the church is founded. It sets
forth the God-ordained methods of the work of missions and the apostolic example of how
the church must conduct this great work. The book contains examples of true apostolic
preaching of the gospel. It includes specimen sermons of the inspired apostles. The book
of Acts gives the principles for worship in the New Testament church. The book gives us
beautiful examples of how the members of the churches of the apostles lived in the midst
of the world. 

The two mighty events in the history of redemption that are recorded at the beginning of the
book of Acts are of greatest significance for the work of missions. Chapter one records the
great wonder of the ascension of the Lord into heaven. Before His ascension the Lord gave
final instructions to His disciples regarding the kingdom of heaven, including
encouragements concerning its coming triumph and glory. He promised the disciples that
He would give them power from heaven to accomplish the mighty work of the preaching of
the gospel. 

The ascension took place, significantly, before the very eyes of the disciples of the Lord
who were called and commissioned of the Lord Jesus Christ to begin the great work of
preaching the gospel to all the world. The ascension of Jesus into heaven was His
exaltation to the right hand of God the Father. Through His exaltation the Lord Jesus Christ
became the Lord of lords and King of kings, exalted above all the nations of the earth. He
was by the Father given all power and authority in heaven and on earth to execute the
purpose of God and to realize God's counsel for the salvation of His people out of all the
nations of the world. 

The Lord Jesus ascended into heaven with His hands lifted up over His disciples as a sign
that His blessing would abide on them. At the time of His ascension the Lord sent His
angels down to earth to give assurance to those who were called to preach the gospel to
the nations. This same Jesus who ascended into heaven would so come in like manner
as they had seen Him go into heaven. He would return as the exalted Lord to establish His
glorious and everlasting kingdom among the saints who would be redeemed out of all the
nations of the world. 

The disciples who witnessed the Lord's ascension into heaven immediately had some
understanding of the great significance of the ascension. Luke tells us in his gospel
account that when the disciples witnessed the ascension of Jesus, they worshiped Him
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple praising and
blessing God. The disciples would receive a fuller and more complete understanding of
the wonder of the ascension when the Spirit of Christ was poured out. Then they would
understand more fully the central significance of the exaltation of Christ for the work of
missions. 

From the time of Pentecost the ascension and exaltation of Christ became one of the
central truths of the gospel that was to be preached. So we read in Acts 2 that when Peter
was filled with the Spirit he immediately stood up with great boldness and preached the
truth that the Christ whom the Jews had crucified with wicked hands was now exalted at the
right hand of God above all principalities and powers. He boldly declared the truth that the
ascension of Christ was the fulfillment of the promises to David. 

The second mighty event recorded in the book of Acts is the wonder of Pentecost.
Pentecost was the event in which the exalted Lord Jesus Christ poured out His Spirit upon
His church. In His ascension Jesus received that Spirit from His Father. The Spirit of Christ
is the sovereign and almighty Spirit of God who accomplishes salvation in the hearts of His
elect people. The Spirit of Christ Jesus equips and enables the preachers of the gospel for
their great task. The Spirit of Christ gave the disciples knowledge and understanding of the
whole of the work of Christ that was greater than they ever had before. This same Spirit
also gave them boldness to preach the gospel even to many who were the enemies of
Christ. By the Spirit of Christ many were brought to repentance and salvation, so that 3000
were added to the church in one day. 

The signs of the pouring out of the Spirit of Christ upon His church revealed mighty truths
about the operations of the Spirit. These signs showed the church that the Spirit of Christ
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works as the Spirit of salvation. He does so as the sovereign almighty God, whom none
are able to resist, accomplishing the great work of salvation in the hearts of whomsoever
He will, breaking the natural rebellion of their hearts and giving them repentance and faith
in God and in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The fire that was seen on the heads of the disciples was also of great significance for the
work of missions. The gospel must be preached in the midst of a world in which all men
are living in wickedness and sin under the dominion of the evil one, serving vain idol gods
of human imaginations. The sign of the tongues of fire showed to the church that by the
power of Christ corrupt men of this world are delivered from the corruption of their sinful
nature and the dominion of Satan. They are delivered from idols to serve the living God. By
the Spirit of Christ the elect of God are separated from this sinful world and consecrated to
God. 

The third great sign of Pentecost was also of great significance for the work of missions. It
revealed the purpose of God that the gospel must be preached to all nations of the world.
The glorious gospel of salvation must now be preached in all languages in all nations of
the world for the salvation of God's elect from the nations.

The day of Pentecost revealed several other things of great importance to the work of
missions. The Spirit of Christ anointed the disciples to preach the gospel. By the power of
this Spirit, unlearnedmen were given understanding of the mysteries of God; they were
given to understand the most profound and wonderful truths of God, which none but those
who have the Spirit can understand. The disciples now understood these things as they
had never understood them before. It was only through this understanding that the
unlearned disciples could preach the Word so mightily. By the Spirit of the exalted Lord
Jesus Christ the disciples were empowered to speak boldly, without fear, of the things of
God. They could do so even before many who were enemies of God and crucifiers of
Christ. 

The day of Pentecost showed without a shadow of a doubt that God's mighty method of
doing mission work is the method of the preaching of the gospel. Throughout history after
Pentecost many have sought to invent other methods for doing mission work. These
methods are of man's own human wisdom. They arise from an apostate church that
refuses to trust and use the methods the Lord Himself has ordained. The apostate church
of our day has advanced far in the rejection of Christ's own method for doing mission work.
Modern-day methods of missions are those Madison Avenue business tactics that are
fashioned after the popular media, immoral rock music, the dance of the world, whatever
works. Popular movie stars of the world, even some who live immoral lives, are used to
bring the holy message of the gospel. Heavy emphasis is placed on sensational and
emotional rallies and psychological persuasion, on feeling and experience and
entertainment. The whole business is based on the heresy that man can of his own will be
persuaded to believe the gospel. Truth and doctrine are considered irrelevant. The fear of
God is replaced by satisfying the desires of man to be entertained and feelings of all sorts
to be aroused. 

Meanwhile, the modern-day church has largely abandoned the preaching of the gospel as
God's method for doing mission work. The book of Acts reveals the truth that God's method
for doing evangelism is, for all ages, the preaching of the gospel. The book of Acts reveals
the amazing and true success of this method for accomplishing the purpose of God and
the salvation of the church of Jesus Christ. 

The book of Acts has much to say about the message that the church is to preach in the
world. We shall have more to say about this in coming articles. The church is not to preach
a social or political message. The church is not to preach an Arminian so-called gospel
that is no gospel, which imagines that God must plead for men to move their own will
before He is able to save them. Those who are sent by Christ into the world are to preach
the mighty and glorious gospel of Christ crucified, raised, and exalted and the one who is
coming again as the sovereign Lord of all to establish His glorious, everlasting kingdom in
the new heavens and earth. 

A study of all the sermons recorded in the book of Acts leaves one without any doubt
concerning what the church must preach. Faithful preachers of our day must continue to
pattern their sermons after the great examples of the sermons of the apostles. The book of
Acts records the glorious fruit of God on the methods He Himself has ordained. This
method accomplishes the mighty wonder of the true conversion of men and the gathering
and establishing of the church of Jesus Christ in all the nations of the world. By means of
the preaching of the gospel the Lord Himself added to His church daily such as should be
saved.

The wonder of Pentecost gives us a beautiful picture of the church born of the Spirit of
Christ and by the power of the preaching of the gospel. We read a beautiful description of
the apostolic church and her members: "Then they that gladly received his word were
baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. And
they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of
bread, and in prayers. And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were
done by the apostles. And all that believed were together, and had all things in common;
and sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had
need. And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking of bread from
house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God,
and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should
be saved" (Acts 2:41-47). 

This passage of Scripture speaks volumes even to how and what the true church of Jesus
Christ should be today. God's Word tells us the wonderful change wrought in the hearts
and the lives of men when they are saved by the mighty power of God. It tells us how the
true members of the church of Jesus Christ are bound together in faith and love and are
united in the truth of God. We learn from this passage of Scripture the whole purpose for
which the church is saved and for which she exists in the world, namely for the praise of the
God of her salvation.
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