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Eight Resume Essentials for Pastors
By Ron Edmondson

I should be honest first. I never hire from a resume. I don’t know of any successful

leaders that do.
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Anytime I hire some one, however, I ask for a resume.

Resumes are a like an expanded business card. It helps me connect with people I

may want to hire.

More than that, a resume—and what people place within one—tells me a lot about

the candidate for the position.

So, for those reasons, there are some things to consider when writing an effective

resume. My hope is this will help some of my pastor friends who are seeking another

position or being considered by another church or ministry.

Here are 8 resume essentials for pastors:

1. Honesty – Make no mistake about it—anything you put on your resume is

subject to verification. And if you’ve exaggerated, you’ll likely be disqualified.

2. Social Media – Your name will be Googled. Make it easy on people and share

where you’ll be found online. It saves time and shows you have nothing to hide.

3. Success – Tell us what you did well. Use numbers if possible. Again, be honest.

We know you’re putting your best foot forward, but we need to know the

standard you’ve set.

4. Neatness – I can’t tell you how many resumes I’ve seen that looked unkempt.

They were hard to read because they weren’t organized in an efficient way.

They used poor grammar or had misspellings. What do you think this

communicates about the personal work style of the person applying for the job?

5. Formatted – Make sure your resume is formatted to display easily online. Most

likely it will be viewed on a smart phone. You want it to read just as winsomely

about your qualifications.

6. Buzz words – It sounds like marketing, but you only get one look sometimes.

Use words that capture attention. Words like “small groups” or “Sunday school”

acclimate you to a certain audience or style of church. Know your audience and

use appropriate words that appeal to them.

7. Spell-check – Don’t have misspelled words. I repeat, don’t have misspelled
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Paula says

January 29, 2015 at 7:25 am

Serious question….how important is a university degree these days or post grad work in a

seminary? I see more and more pastors who have secular backgrounds/degrees and little

formal theological training. It concerns me.

Reply

words (Do you get it?). Your resume (unlike this post) should be flawless and

error-free for the closest reader.

8. Updated – Make sure your resume reflects where you are today and how

things are progressing. I can’t tell you how many times that is not the case.

Those are just a few suggestions.

I’d be curious. Do you keep a resume updated even when you are satisfied with

your position?
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Reagan Marsh says

February 2, 2015 at 7:26 am

The word of God has not changed, and neither has the pastor’s responsibility to handle

it rightly.

Faithful training in biblical studies, theology, and interpretation (whether formal or

informal) is still absolutely necessary.
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Charles Collier says

January 29, 2015 at 7:38 am

As a man who’s calling was only received four years and some months ago, I have a resume

that does not SCREAM that which many may look for in a Pastor. Yet, my former Pastor, who

has since retired, made it a practice to have his Associate Pastors participate in all the duties

that were his, that we would be able to do them if for some reason he couldn’t. I am months

away from my Bachelor Degree, when many are looking for you to have your masters

degree. When I do achieve that, I will be too old for many. But, I remain encouraged that the

Lord will place me where I can be of service to His people, in His time and in the right place.
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Brad Kautz says

February 2, 2015 at 11:23 am

No resume for me. They asked how long I was planning to stay and I said until I retire. This

was a career change for me, at age 56, and serving on a reservation isn’t exactly a draw for

many candidates. So it if they’ll have me I plan on staying till age 66 -70 and if they still need
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someone to preach beyond that my wife and I have some thoughts about how to make that

work. FWIW I think the average pastor should stay for the long term.
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